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we've got a very important relationship. We
value your advice, and we value the stra-
tegic relationship we've built. So thanks—
thanks again for hosting this.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. at
the Busan Marriott. President Putin spoke
in Russian, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation To Reduce

Federal Spending
November 18, 2005

I applaud the Republican Members of
the House who passed a significant savings
package that will restrain spending and
keep us on track to cut the deficit in half
by 2009. We will continue to fund our pri-
orities in a fiscally responsible way and en-

sure that taxpayer money is spent wisely
or not spent at all. I urge the House and
Senate to reach agreement promptly on a
spending-reduction package that I can sign
into law this year.

Remarks to United States Troops at Osan, South Korea

November 19, 2005

Thank you all. Thank you all very much.
Please be seated—unless you don’t have
a seat. [Laughter] Laura and I are so hon-
ored to be here. We thought we'd stop
by and feel the thunder and the fury of
the Mustangs. Thanks for greeting us. It's
a privilege to stand with the brave men
and women of the 51st Fighter Wing and
the 7th Air Force. Our citizens are safer
because youre ready to fight tonight.
You're serving the cause of liberty on dis-
tant frontiers, and I bring a message from
home: Your Commander in Chief is proud
of you, and so is the American people.

For half a century, American service men
and women have stood faithful and vigilant
watch here in Korea. Youve kept the
peace, and you secured the freedom won
at great cost in the Korean war. You've
ensured that no American life was lost in
vain. In five decades, since Task Force
Smith first landed at Pusan, the world has
watched America’s steadfast and unwaver-
ing commitment to freedom.
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Three years of war made America and
Korea enduring allies in the struggle for
liberty. And five decades of sacrifice by the
men and women of our Armed Forces se-
cured peace and democracy on this penin-
sula. And the world is better off for it.
Your courage has brought stability to the
region, freedom to millions, and honor to
the uniform. Our Nation is grateful for your
service—your service for freedom and
peace.

The Republic of Korea is now a beacon
of liberty that shines across the most heav-
ily armed border in the world. It is a light
reaching to a land shrouded in darkness.
Together the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea have shown that the future
belongs to freedom, and one day, all Kore-
ans will enjoy the blessings of freedom.

I'm proud to be traveling with the First
Lady, Laura Bush, and the Secretary of
State, Condoleezza Rice.. I thank General
LaPorte and his wife, Judy. I want to thank
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General Trexler and his wife, Kathie; Gen-
eral Campbell; General Joe Reynes and his
wife, Karen; Command Sergeant Major
Barry Wheeler; Command—Chief Master
Sergeant Vance Clarke; Chief Master Ser-
geant Richard Jette. Thank you all for
being here.

I'm pleased to see the military families
here. I thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your sacrifice in the cause of free-
dom. Our military families stand strong,
and America appreciates you very much.

I visited Osan before, and I notice you've
got an impressive runway here, a lot of
room for any pilot, so as Air Force One
was approaching, I told our pilot, “No ex-
cuses, you better spike it at Osan.” [Laugh-
ter] And he did. This air base and runway
were earned by the determination and the
grit of the United States military and a
brave coalition of the willing. Not far from
here, during the Korean war, Captain
Lewis L. Millett took Hill 180. Faced with
superior numbers, Captain Millett repelled
Communist forces by leading the first bayo-
net charge by a U.S. Army company since
World War 1. For his valor, he was award-
ed the Congressional Medal of Honor.

As part of the 30,000 active duty per-
sonnel in Korea, you're upholding the same
proud tradition. You know what it takes
to win a war; you know how to protect
the peace; and you know what it takes to
defend our Nation.

To defend our country and to defend
freedom, we've got more work ahead. For
decades, America’s Armed Forces abroad
have essentially remained where the wars
of the last century ended in Europe and
in Asia. So more than 3 years ago, we
launched a comprehensive review of Amer-
ica’s global force posture, the numbers and
types and locations and capability of our
forces around the world.

We're transforming our military. Over
the coming decade, we’ll take advantage of
21st century military technologies so we can
deploy rapidly with increased combat
power. This will help improve the lives of

our military and their families, because
more of our troops will be stationed and
deployed for home. And this will help us
meet the threats of the 21st century. By
transforming our military, we’ll more be
able to do our duty to protect the American
people.

As South Korea has grown more free
and prosperous, it’s built an increasingly ca-
pable military that is now ready to assume
a larger role in defending its people. By
assuming some responsibilities that have
traditionally been shouldered by American
forces, South Korea will strengthen the de-
terrent on the Korean Peninsula and free
up some of our combat forces to help us
win the war on terror.

And that war began on September the
11th, 2001. On that morning, Americans
saw the violence and hatred of a new
enemy. We saw the terrorists’ destructive
vision for us and for all who love freedom.
And in the face of this threat, our Nation
has made a clear choice: We'll confront
this mortal danger; we will stay on the of-
fensive; we will not wait to be attacked
again; we will not rest or tire until the
war on terror is won.

For more than 4 years, we've seen the
brutal nature of the enemy. They've tar-
geted the innocent in scores of countries,
from almost every walk of life. In Casa-
blanca, they killed diners enjoying their
evening meal. In Bali, they killed tourists
on a holiday. In Beslan, they killed Russian
schoolchildren. Theyve murdered workers
in Riyadh and commuters in Madrid and
hotel guests in Jakarta and guests at a wed-
ding celebration in Amman, Jordan. They
kill Traqi children. The tragic images of in-
nocent victims can make it seem like these
terrorist attacks are random, isolated acts
of madness. While these killers choose their
victims indiscriminately, their attacks flow
from an ideology and a terrifying vision for
the world. Their acts are evil, but theyre
not insane.

Some call this evil Islamic radicalism,
others, militant jihadism, still others,
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Islamo-fascism. Whatever we choose to call
this enemy, we must recognize that this
ideology is very different from the tenets
of the great religion of Islam. This form
of radicalism exploits Islam to serve a vio-
lent, political vision: The establishment by
terrorism, subversion, and insurgency of a
totalitarian empire that denies all political
and religious freedom.

We know the vision of the radicals be-
cause they openly state it in videos and
audiotapes and letters and declarations and
web sites. These extremists want to end
American and Western influence in the
broader Middle East because we stand for
democracy and peace and stand in the way
of their ambitions. The tactics of Al Qaida
and other Islamic extremists has been con-
sistent for a quarter century. They hit us,
and they expect us to run.

Recently, the world learned of a letter
written by Al Qaida number-two leader, a
man named Zawahiri. He wrote this letter
to his chief deputy in Iraq, the terrorist
Zarqawi. In it, Zawahiri points to the Viet-
nam war as a model for Al Qaida. He
writes, quote, “The aftermath of the col-
lapse of American power in Vietnam and
how they ran and left their agents is note-
worthy,” end quote. The terrorists wit-
nessed our response after the attacks of
American—on American troops in Beirut
in 1983 and Mogadishu in 1993. They con-
cluded that America can be made to run
again, only this time on a larger scale with
greater consequences. The terrorists are
mistaken; America will never run. We will
stand and fight, and we will win the war
on terror.

The terrorists state their plans. They
want to use the vacuum that would be cre-
ated by an American retreat to gain control
of a country, to build a base from which
to launch attacks on America, and to con-
duct their war against nonradical Muslim
governments.

Over the past few decades, radicals have
specifically targeted Egypt and Saudi Ara-
bia and Pakistan and Jordan for potential
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takeovers. And for a time, they achieved
their goal in Afghanistan, until they came
face to face with the men and women of
the United States military.

In Afghanistan, we put the terrorists on
the run, and now they've set their sights
on another country. They're trying to turn
Iraq into what Afghanistan was under the
Taliban, a terrorist sanctuary from which
they can plan and launch attacks against
our people. The terrorists regard Iraq as
the central front in their war against hu-
manity. And we must recognize Iraq as the
central front in our war against the terror-
ists.

These militants believe that controlling
one country will rally the Muslim masses,
enabling them to overthrow moderate gov-
ernments in the region and establish a rad-
ical Islamic empire that reaches from Spain
to Indonesia. If theyre not stopped, the
terrorists will be able to advance their
agenda to develop weapons of mass de-
struction, to destroy Israel, to intimidate
Europe, and to break our will and black-
mail our Government into isolation. I'm
going to make you this commitment: This
is not going to happen on my watch.

Some might be tempted to dismiss the
terrorist goals as fanatical or extreme. They
are fanatical and extreme, but we cannot
afford to dismiss them. Evil men obsessed
with ambition and unburdened by con-
science must be taken very seriously.
Against such an enemy, there’s only one
effective response: We will never back
down, and we will never give in, and we'll
never accept anything less than complete
victory.

We didn't ask for this global struggle,
but we're answering history’s call with a
comprehensive strategy to win this war on
terror. First, we're determined to prevent
attacks by terrorist networks by protecting
the homeland and working with our allies
to destroy the terrorist networks and inca-
pacitate their leaders.

Together with our coalition partners,
we've disrupted a number of serious Al
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Qaida terrorist plots since September the
11th, including several Al Qaida plots to
attack inside the United States. Our coali-
tion against terrorists killed or captured
nearly all those directly responsible for the
September the 11th attacks. We've cap-
tured or killed several of bin Laden’s most
senior deputies and Al Qaida managers and
operatives in numerous countries. And we
will stay on the hunt. We will not relent
until the terror networks that threaten us
are exposed and broken and their leaders
are held to account for their murder.

Second, we're determined to deny weap-
ons of mass destruction to outlaw regimes
and to their terrorist allies who would use
them without hesitation. Working with
Great Britain and Pakistan and other na-
tions, we exposed and disrupted a major
black-market operation in nuclear tech-
nology led by A.Q. Khan. Libya has aban-
doned its chemical and nuclear weapons
programs as well as its long-range ballistic
missiles. And last year, America and our
partners in the Proliferation Security Initia-
tive have stopped more than a dozen ship-
ments of suspect weapons technology, in-
cluding equipment for Iran’s ballistic mis-
sile program. So long as I'm your President,
we'll continue to deny the world’s most
dangerous men the world’s most dangerous
weapons.

Third, we are determined to deny radical
groups the support and sanctuary of outlaw
regimes. So I've laid out a clear doctrine:
The United States makes no distinction be-
tween those who commit acts of terror and
those who support and harbor the terror-
ists, because they’re equally guilty of mur-
der. Any government that chooses to be
an ally of terror has also chosen to be an
enemy of civilization, and the civilized
world will hold those regimes to account.

Fourth, we're determined to deny the
militants control of any nation which they
would use as a home base and a launching
pad for terror. This mission has brought
new and urgent responsibilities to all who
wear the uniform. American troops are

fighting beside our Afghan partners against
remnants of the Taliban and their Al Qaida
allies. And American troops are fighting
alongside courageous Iraqis against the
remnants of a regime and a network of
terrorists who want to stop the advance of
a free Iraq. Our goal is to defeat the terror-
ists and allies—and their allies at the heart
of their power. And so we will defeat the
enemy in Iraq.

As we pursue the terrorists, our military
is helping to train Iraqi security forces so
they can defend their people and so they
can fight the enemy. And were making
steady progress. With every passing month,
more and more Iraqi forces are standing
up and the Iraqi military is gaining new
capabilities and new confidence. At the
time of our Fallujah operations a year ago,
there were only a few Iragi army battalions
in combat. Today, there are more than 90
Iraqi army battalions fighting the terrorists
along with our forces. American and Iraqi
troops are conducting major assaults to
clear out enemy fighters in Baghdad and
other parts of Iraq. Iraqi police and security
forces are helping clear the terrorists from
their strongholds. Theyre holding onto
areas we've cleared and are preventing the
enemy from returning.

Our strategy can be summed up this way:
As Iraqis stand up, we will stand down.
And when our commanders on the ground
tell me that Iraqi forces can defend their
freedom, our troops will come home with
the honor they have earned.

The second part of our strategy is a polit-
ical strategy. Iraqis are moving forward in
building a democracy. A month ago, mil-
lions of Iragis turned out to vote for a
constitution that guarantees fundamental
freedoms and lays the foundation for lasting
democracy. In a few weeks, Iraqis will vote
again to choose a fully constitutional gov-
ernment to lead them for the next 4 years.
Iraq is making amazing progress from the
days of being under the thumb of a brutal
dictator. Think about this: In 2V years,
they've gone from tyranny to an election
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for a transitional government to the ratifica-
tion of a constitution to the election of
a free government. The Iraqi people are
proving their determination to build a fu-
ture founded on democracy and hope, and
the United States of America will help
them succeed.

The fifth element of our strategy in the
war on terror is to deny the militants future
recruits by replacing hatred and resentment
with democracy and hope across the broad-
er Middle East. If the Middle East is left
to grow in bitterness, if countries remain
in misery while radicals stir the resentments
of millions, then that part of the world will
be a source of endless conflict and mount-
ing danger. If the peoples of that region
are permitted to choose their own destiny
and advance by their own energy and par-
ticipation as both free men and women,
then the extremists will be marginalized
and the flow of violent radicalism to the
rest of the world will slow and eventually
end. History has proven that free nations
are peaceful nations and that democracies
do not fight their neighbors. By advancing
the hope of freedom and democracy for
others, we’ll make our own freedom more
secure.

Our men and women in uniform who
are serving on the Korean Peninsula have
seen freedom succeed in Asia. By pro-
moting freedom in Japan, we helped trans-
form an enemy into a democracy that is
one of the world’s most prosperous nations
and one of America’s most trusted allies.
By standing firm against a determined
enemy, we helped provide the people of
South Korea with the peace and stability
they needed to transform their economy
and claim their own freedom. And by help-
ing the people of Asia build successful and
thriving democracies, we have helped set
a hopeful example for the world. In the
21st century, we go forward with con-
fidence because we know that freedom is
the destiny of every man, woman, and child
on this Earth.
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Our work for peace and freedom involves
great sacrifice by our troops. We see this
sacrifice in Iraq, where our troops are hunt-
ing down the terrorists, and were helping
the Iraqi people build a working democ-
racy. In Washington, there are some who
say that the sacrifice is too great, and they
urge us to set a date for withdrawal before
we have completed our mission. Those who
are in the fight know better. One of our
top commanders in Iraq, Major General
William Webster, says that setting a dead-
line for our withdrawal from Iraq would
be, quote, “a recipe for disaster.” General
Webster is right. So long as I'm the Com-
mander in Chief, our strategy in Iraq will
be driven by the sober judgment of our
military commanders on the ground. We
will fight the terrorists in Iraq. We will
stay in the fight until we have achieved
the brave—the victory that our brave troops
have fought for.

In this time of war and sacrifice, the
greatest burden falls on our military fami-
lies. We've lost some of our Nation’s finest
men and women in the war on terror. Each
of these men and women left grieving fami-
lies and loved ones back home. Each loss
of life is heartbreaking. And the best way
to honor the sacrifices of our fallen troops
is to complete their mission and lay the
foundation of peace for our children and
our grandchildren.

With the rise of a deadly enemy and
the unfolding of a global ideological strug-
gle, our time in history will be remembered
for new challenges and unprecedented dan-
gers. And yet this fight we have joined is
also the current expression of an ancient
struggle between those who put their faith
in dictators and those who put their faith
in the people. Throughout history, tyrants
and would-be tyrants have always claimed
that murder is justified to serve their grand
vision, and they end up alienating decent
people across the globe. Tyrants and would-
be tyrants have always claimed that regi-
mented societies are strong and pure, until
those societies collapse in corruption and
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decay. Tyrants and would-be tyrants have
always claimed that free men and women
are weak and decadent, until the day that
free men and women defeat them.

We dont know the course our own
struggle will take or the sacrifices that
might lie ahead. We do know, however,
that the defense of freedom is worth our
sacrifice. We know that the love of freedom
is the mightiest force of history. And we
do know the cause of freedom will once
again prevail.

May God bless you all. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:29 p.m. at
Osan Air Base. In his remarks, he referred
to Gen. Leon |. LaPorte, USA, commander,
United Nations Command, ROK/US Com-
bined Forces Command, and U.S. Forces
Korea, and his wife, Judy; Lt. Gen. Garry
R. Trexler, USAF, deputy commander,
United Nations Command and U.S. Forces
Korea, and commander, Air Component
Command, Republic of Korea, and 7th Air
Force, and his wife, Kathie; Lt. Gen. Charles

The President’s Radio Address
November 19, 2005

Good morning. I am currently traveling
in Asia on a trip to Japan, South Korea,
China, and Mongolia. I'm visiting with
friends and allies in the region to discuss
issues vital to the future of all Americans.

One important issue for American work-
ers, entrepreneurs, businesses, and farmers
is to access foreign markets for our goods,
services, and farm products. At the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in
South Korea, we have advanced America’s
case for free and fair trade.

The leaders of the 20 other Asian-Pacific
member economies join the United States
in a strong statement aimed at moving for-
ward the Doha round of negotiations at
the World Trade Organization. By pushing

C. Campbell, USA, commanding general, Sth
U.S. Army, and chief of staff, United Nations
Command, ROK/US Combined Forces
Command, and U.S. Forces Korea; Brig.
Gen. ]oseph Reynes, Jr., USAF, commander,
51st Fighter Wing, and his wife, Karen; CSM
Barry C. Wheeler, USA, command sergeant
major, United Nations Command, ROK/US
Combined Forces Command, U.S. Forces
Korea, and Sth United States Army; CMSgt.
Vance M. Clarke, USAF, command chief
master sergeant, 7th Air Force Command;
CMSgt. Richard E. Jette, USAF, command
chief master sergeant, 51st Fighter Wing;
Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian
Islamic Jihad and senior Al Qaida associate;
senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al
Zarqawi; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; A.Q. Khan,
former head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons
program; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; and Maj. Gen. William G. Webster,
Jr., USA, commander, Multinational Division
Baghdad and Task Force Baghdad.

for a successful conclusion to the trade
talks, Asian-Pacific leaders are working with
us toward the goal of a freer and fairer
global trading system, which will benefit
America and other nations around the
world.

I'm also raising the issue of free and
fair trade and open markets in my one-
on-one meetings with other leaders. In my
discussions with Prime Minister Koizumi of
Japan, I urged him to lift his nation’s ban
on American beef. The Prime Minister as-
sured me that we are making good progress
on this issue. Japan’s Food Safety Commis-
sion has ruled that beef from young Amer-
ican cattle is safe. I expect that the Japa-
nese Government will follow through on
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